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Members of the Little Theatre 
Guild of Great Britain
noda - be inspired  
by amateur theatre



“The point of theatre is transformation: 
to make an extraordinary event out of 
ordinary material right in front of an 
audience’s eyes.”
- Lee Hall

Following another successful year at Sutton Arts I am delighted to 
introduce our theatre programme for 2018-19.

The theatre is a place where the actors and directors come to tell 
a playwright’s story, to you our audience. We might make you 
laugh, cry or both, we may shock and sometimes challenge. We 
understand that it won’t always be everyone’s cup of tea but no 
matter what the story is, each one has its place in the theatre and 
our aim is to ensure that you get to see that story at its very best. 

As an Arts Directorate we have worked hard to try and strike 
a balance across the season. Thank you for your continued 
support, we hope you enjoy!

Emily Armstrong
Artistic Director

Arts Directorate
Mavis Atkinson, Alison Daly, Joanne Ellis, Hazel Evans,  
Debbie Loweth and Ken Mackey
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Ticket Prices*
Member
Non-Member
Opening Night

*  Please note: These prices do not 
apply to the Pantomime and Musical

£7.00
£11.00
£5.00

Adult Member
Adult Non-Member
Children under 16

Pantomime Prices
£10.00
£14.00
£8.00

Adult Member
Adult Non-Member

Musical Prices
£10.00
£14.00

The Box Office is open on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday from 7.30pm - 9.00pm  
Wednesday morning from 10.00am - Midday  
(except Bank Holidays unless it is a performance date)

The Box Office opens half an hour before the performance starts on 
production dates. Tickets can be booked online from our website:
www.suttonartstheatre.co.uk
For information and help, outside Box Office opening hours, please 
contact the Box Office Manager on 07593 650053

Box Office 0121 355 5355

By purchasing a ticket, you are agreeing 
to the terms and conditions of sale. 

The ticket holder is responsible for 
considering whether an event is suitable 
based on the suggested guidelines 
indicated by the Theatre in our events 
programme and on our website.
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written by directed by

DEXTER WHITEHEAD

N   NE
And Then

There Were

30th August - 8th September 2018

A group of 10 strangers are lured to a remote island off 
the coast of Devon. Upon arrival it is discovered that 
their host, an eccentric millionaire, is missing… 

Stranded on the island by a torrential storm and 
haunted by an ancient nursery rhyme, one by one the 
guests begin to die… 

With only the fallen believed to be innocent who 
amongst them is the killer?

Based on the best-selling mystery novel of all time, 
Agatha Christie’s own stage adaptation of this dark and 
captivating tale will thrill and enthral, as murder unfolds.

Written by Agatha Christie
Directed by Dexter Whitehead

AND THEN THERE  
WERE NONE
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LOUISE FARMER
& FAYE HATCH

directed bywritten by

DAVID LINDSAY-ABAIRE

R A B B I T
H O L E

18TH - 27TH OCTOBER 2018

Produced by special arrangement with all authorized performance 
materials supplied by WILLIAM MORRIS ENDEAVOUR ENTERTAINMENT, LLC

Becca and Howie Corbett are a happy suburban couple 
with everything they could want until a shocking and sudden 
event turns their world upside down and leaves them drifting 
perilously apart. 

David Lindsay-Abaire’s Pulitzer Prize-winning drama, filled 
with distinctive wit and grace, charts the path from grief to  
its antidotes – love and hope.

Contains some adult themes.

Written by David Lindsay-Abaire
Directed by Louise Farmer & Faye Hatch

RABBIT HOLE



directed by

EMILY ARMSTRONG & DEXTER WHITEHEAD

written by

EMILY ARMSTRONG  
& PAUL WESCOTT
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Join Dick on his quest for fame and fortune as he 
travels from Gloucester to London to see if the streets 
really are paved with gold. It’s the beginning of an 
exciting adventure. Can Dick find love, can his faithful 
cat rid London of King Rat and his army of little rats, 
and will Dick’s dream of becoming Mayor of London 
ever come true? This year’s pantomime is packed with 
brilliant comedy, fun songs, an amazing set, dazzling 
costumes and magical special effects. Dick Whittington 
is an unmissable and enchanting tale of fame and 
fortune, heroes and villains, cats and rats full of fun  
for all the family! 

Pantomime is loud for a small pair of ears, spectacular 
sights can sometimes cause tears! If bringing a little 
one, please be aware that one or two scenes are 
intended to scare. The odd naughty joke for grown-up 
laughter ensures that we all finish Happily Ever After.

Mon 10th No 
Performance Mon 17th No 

Performance

Tue 11th No 
Performance Tue 18th No 

Performance

Wed 12th 7.15pm Wed 19th 7.15pm

Thur 13th 7.15pm Thur 20th 7.15pm

Fri 14th 7.15pm Fri 21st 7.15pm

Sat 8th 2pm Sat 15th 2pm Sat 22nd 2pm

Sat 8th 7.15pm Sat 15th 7.15pm Sat 22nd 7.15pm

Sun 9th 5pm Sun 16th 5pm

Please note that evening performances of the pantomime will 
commence at the earlier time of 7.15pm.



JOANNE ELLIS
directed bywritten by

MARC CAMOLETTI

DING
DONG

DING
DONG

31 Jan  to 
9 Feb 2019

Adapted from Marc Camoletti’s French farce, Sexe et 
Jalousie, this is a comedy of anticipated infidelity, cover-up 
and mistaken identity. 

Bernard discovers that his wife is having an affair with 
Robert. So he invites Robert and his wife to dinner. 

Add in a put-upon maid and a call-girl and the stage 
is set for an awkward, yet hilarious dinner party with 
complications galore!

Written by Marc Camoletti
Directed by Joanne Ellis

DING DONG
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EMILY ARMSTRONG
directed by

written by

JEZ BUTTERWORTH

By the playwright of the 2018 
Olivier Award for Best Play!

14 23 March 2019

Jerusalem

Bold & Hilarious
THE TIMES

    Fantastic,  
 Shocking

& Fresh! DAILY MAIL

St George’s Day. It’s the day of the Flintock Fair and the day Kennet 
and Avon Council want to see the back of Johnny ‘Rooster’ Byron 
for good. The new estate want the maverick local boy evicted, but 
Johnny has other plans.

At his ramshackle caravan kingdom, the charismatic hellraiser 
entertains his band of ‘undesirable’ scallywags with outlandish 
tales, unbelievable antics and an ample supply of booze and drugs. 
Infamous for holding the most riotous parties this side of the Wiltshire 
border, Johnny is a hero to many but a villain to others. Pursued by 
the authorities, threatened by the local thug and reprimanded by his 
ex, Johnny is not a man to be beaten down.

Inciting his own special brew of anarchy, Johnny fights against 
the hypocrisy of modern suburban life and embodies the spirit of 
England’s legendary giants of myth. A raucous, earthy contemporary 
classic, Jerusalem paints a rebellious alternative vision of the idyllic 
English countryside.

This production contains especially strong language and serious 
adult themes throughout.  
Age guidance 16+ parental discretion advised

Written by Jez Butterworth
Directed by Emily Armstrong

JERUSALEM



ROSEMARY MANJUNATH
directed bywritten by

D.L COLBURN

THE

GIN
GAME

25 APRIL -
4 MAY 2019

Weller Martin and Fonsia Dorsey meet on the porch 
of their nursing home and strike up a friendship, with 
Weller teaching Fonsia how to play gin rummy. 

As they play, they share stories about the lives they led  
in the outside world. 

But when Fonsia wins every hand, Weller becomes 
increasingly frustrated, until their gin games and 
conversations become a battleground, with each 
player exposing the other’s failures, disappointments 
and insecurities.

Written by D.L Colburn
Directed by Rosemary Manjunath

THE GIN GAME
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directed by

EMILY ARMSTRONG & 
DEXTER WHITEHEAD

with music and lyrics by

FRANK LOESSER
and book by

JO SWERLING & 
ABE BURROWS

13-22
june
2019

A musical fable of Broadway based on a story and characters of Damon Runyon

Guys and Dolls is a fabulous musical romantic comedy involving 
the unlikeliest of Manhattan pairings: a high-rolling gambler and 
a puritanical missionary, a showgirl dreaming of the straight-and-
narrow and New York’s most infamous crap game manager. Set 
in Manhattan, Guys and Dolls tells of con-man Nathan Detroit’s 
efforts to find new life for his illegal, but notorious, crap game. 
Enter Sky Masterson, a high-rolling gambler willing to take on 
any honest bet with a high enough reward attached. Nathan 
bets Sky that he can’t take the “doll” of Nathan’s choosing to 
Havana, Cuba, with him on a date. Guys and Dolls takes us 
from the bustle of Times Square to the dance clubs of Havana 
and the sewers of New York City as it demonstrates the great 
lengths to which a guy will go when he truly falls in love with a 
“doll.” Featuring some of Frank Loesser’s most memorable tunes, 
including the hilarious “Adelaide’s Lament,” the romantic “I’ve 
Never Been in Love Before,” the exuberant “If I Were a Bell,” and 
the classic “Luck Be a Lady.”

Join us as we roll the dice and play the game of falling in love!

Directed by Emily Armstrong & Dexter Whitehead
Music and Lyrics by Frank Loesser
Book by Jo Swerling & Abe Burrows

GUYS AND DOLLS
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Goodnight Mister Tom

Michelle Magorian’s award winning children’s 
novel is brought to vibrant life in this splendid 
production at Sutton Arts Theatre. 

War and evacuations throw up the most 
unlikely pairings but the grumpy old widower 
and the maltreated and uneducated William 
have one thing in common, a need to love and 
be loved.

The play depends upon the pair; if they are 
believable, then the rest falls easily into place, 
and the fact that we feel for them and care 
about them long before the end says it all. 

Director Rosemary Manjunath has kept her 
large cast in check, controlling the pace and 
the emotion well, in this fine production. 
Cracking piece of theatre.

Dangerous Obsession

Director Dexter Whitehead does a fine job of 
slowly building the tension with no tricks or 
stunts, just words, to the interval climax. 

Whitehead and his cast have created a 
beautifully paced piece with a second act full 
of tension and danger without ever drifting into 
melodrama. Hunt, Price and Haines create 
three well defined and rounded characters 
and turn a clever plot into a convincing and 
gripping drama. 

A mention too for the set which would not look 
out of place on any professional stage. This is a 
cracking thriller from N.J. Crisp which will keep 
you guessing to the end, well produced, well 
acted and well worth seeing. 

Cinderella

Over the past few years Sutton Arts have taken 
panto by the scruff of its neck, oh yes they have, 
and turned it into a major, big budget event. 

Indeed slick sums up the entire show with two 
large ensembles, 13 in the adult group and 
12 in the junior, who all played their part, 
particularly in the impressive dance numbers. 

Glorious, wonderful fun which delighted the 
audience. Sutton have come up once again 
with a quality, traditional, family panto which 
can be enjoyed by anyone from toddlers to 
grannies.

Hello Dolly!

If ever you wanted a definition of madness then 
producing a big-cast, Broadway musical at 
Sutton Arts Theatre is a good start. Yet against 
all the odds Sutton has rapidly established a 
reputation for quality musicals opening with 
a magnificent West Side Story, followed by an 
excellent The Wedding Singer and this year 
a first-rate Hello Dolly. At times there are 30 
people on stage and, to the credit of directors 
and choreographer, it always looks as if every 
move is planned and rehearsed, never just a 
crowd. Directors Emily Armstrong and Dexter 
Whitehead have done a fine job in maintaining 
the standard they have set in the past three 
years – next up is Fame by the way – but even 
more remarkable is the fact they not only 
attracted so many youngsters in the first place 
for the Sharks and Jets but have retained them. 
After all youngsters are the future of theatre, 
both amateur and professional, whether as 
performers or audience. A fine, fun musical 
and one that does not pass by too often, here 
on your doorstep.
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The Perfect Murder

A comic thriller, it drew a full house for 
the opening night, reflecting both James’ 
reputation as a story teller, and the strong 
reputation which Sutton Arts rightly enjoys for 
this type of production. 

It is the sparkling cast who illuminate the 
show, their enthusiasm, vim and brio, easily 
smoothing over any plot cracks, ably and 
confidently led by Stuart Goodwin. 

The evening flies by and holds the attention 
from start to finish, the perfect pick-me-up on a 
cold January evening.

Birdsong

Every blue moon or so along comes a 
production that defies any description or 
thought involving the words amateur theatre. 

Birdsong is amateur only in that no one is paid 
but in every other respect this is a production 
that would not look out of place on any 
professional stage – starting with a superb set 
from Mark Nattrass.

Armstrong and her cast have done a fine job. 
A convincing, first class, well-directed drama for 
a night of moving, magical theatre. 

Forget amateur – this is theatre, and theatre 
at its best.

Not Now Darling

The footnote in the programme reads `Any 
suggestion of political incorrectness and double 
entendre is entirely deliberate!’ and that pretty 
much sums up this fun filled frolic. 

The action is all played out on a splendid set...
Barrie Atchison’s direction is clean and effective 
and with all good farces makes sure the timing 
is spot on throughout.

Not Now Darling is a fun filled, sexy, amusing 
evening set in an era when everything seemed 
like harmless fun and that’s exactly what it is.

Getting Involved
Welcome to our 2018/19 
season of productions. As usual 
we have provided a variety  
of plays with something to suit 
all tastes.

Providing such standards on a 
regular basis relies on the hard 
work, dedication and enthusiasm 
of our team of volunteers. There 
are many roles and activities which 
are vital to the success of our 
Theatre and we are always looking 
for new recruits. Whether you are 
interested in helping regularly or 
just a few hours occasionally in any 
aspect of our business you will be 
welcome to join us.

If you would like to help in any 
way, please email us at  
info@suttonartstheatre.co.uk or 
contact me on: 0121 574 7103. 

Come and experience the thrill  
of theatre and have fun at the 
same time.

Colin Edge
Chairman

SEASON 2017/18 REVIEW SNIPPETS

More information and regular updates can be found on our website and Facebook pages.



Production Cast Reading Audition

And The There 
Were None

9 Male   
3 Female 

Mon 4 June 
2018 7.30pm

Mon 11 June 
2017 7.30pm

Rabbit Hole 2 Male 
3 Female

Tue 17 July 2018
7.30pm

Mon 23 July 
2018 7.30pm

Dick Whittington

Various Male & 
Female Principal 
parts & ensemble/
dancers

Sun 22 July 
2018 5.30pm

Ding Dong 2 Male  
4 Female

Wed 26 Sept  
2018 7.30pm

Tue 16 Oct  
2018 7.30pm

Jerusalem 9 Male  
5 Female

Mon 1 Oct 
2018 7.30pm

Mon 8 Oct  
2018 7.30pm

The Gin Game 1 Male  
1 Female

Mon 3 Sept 
2018 2pm

Mon 10 Sept 
2018 2pm

Guys and Dolls

Various Male & 
Female Principal 
parts & ensemble/
dancers

Sunday 20 Jan 
2019 11am

Membership
Sutton Arts Theatre is a members’ theatre sustained by the voluntary 
efforts of the membership. All members are welcome to participate 
in acting, backstage, administration and all activities of the Theatre. 
Membership offers the benefit of reduced ticket prices for the major 
productions and use of the Theatre bar. All members receive a regular 
mail shot containing information on future events and booking forms.
 

Membership per season
£14.00 Adult
£10.00 Senior Citizens (60 & over)

£8.00 Students (Student Card Holder)

£5.00 Youth (under 16)

Facilities for people with disabilities
Sutton Arts Theatre offers space in the auditorium for wheelchair 
users. As these places are limited, please ensure that you first check 
availability with the Box Office when you book your tickets. We have 
an induction loop hearing system in the Box Office and Auditorium. 
Please contact the Theatre if you have any enquiries regarding facilities 
or access. 

Other Events
Social, informative and fundraising events are held throughout the 
year. These include dramatized play readings, musical entertainments, 
quiz nights , whist drives, table top sales and many others. Details are 
circulated to members and displayed on our foyer notice boards.

Hiring Sutton Arts Theatre facilities for your event
The auditorium and function room are available for hire day or 
evening with the option of a licensed bar. Please telephone Sutton Arts 
Theatre on 0121 355 5355 or write to the Lettings Manager for  
more details. 

Please note that Sutton 
Arts Theatre is a members’ 
theatre. Non-members are 
welcome and on purchase 
of a ticket for an event will 
become temporary members 
for that event by registering 
their name and address.

Auditions
Auditions are held by the director for each production, which any 
interested member can attend. Copies of the play may be obtained 
from the director via request to the Arts Director.  

Non-members may attend auditions but must become a member to 
perform in a production.

The Theatre reserves the right to cast by invitation.
The Theatre reserves the right to change or cancel an  
event due to unforeseen circumstances.

To enquire about auditions please contact the Arts Director,  
Emily Armstrong via email: ejastar@icloud.com



Car Parking
Members and patrons are advised that parking outside the Theatre is 
strictly prohibited. There is a large 24 hour pay and display car park at 
the corner of South Parade and Upper Holland Road, which is only two 
minutes from the Theatre.

Parking for people with disabilities
Badge holders may park on the opposite side of the road to the 
Theatre. Please do not obstruct driveways.

Public Transport
Sutton Coldfield is served by a railway station giving access to 
Birmingham, Lichfield, Redditch and beyond. Regular bus services run 
from Sutton Coldfield to Birmingham, Walsall, Solihull, and Tamworth. 
For satellite navigation systems and for the purpose of online direction 
and map searches please enter the postcode: B72 1QY.
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www.suttonartstheatre.co.uk
Sutton Arts Theatre, South Parade,

Sutton Coldfield, B72 1QU

Follow us on:

@SuttonArts
Follow us on:
@sutton_arts_theatre

Watch us on:
Sutton Arts Theatre

SUTTON
ARTS
THEATRE
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